BUI LDI NG PERM T APPLI CATI ONS W THI N FLOOD ZONES
FLOOD PLAI N MANAGEMENT ORDI NANCE NO. 630/ 696

( REVI SED 8/ 5/ 98)

I NTRCDUCT! ON

The purposes of this handout is to provide information on
gener al requirements and procedures i nvol ved in obtaining
approval of building permt applications in flood zones. The

handout provi des general descriptions of flood requirenents.

Reference  should be made to the Flood Plain wanagenent
Ordi nance No. 630/696 for nore detail ed infornation.

The pepartment of Public wrks, County of Kauai is

mandated by the law to review building permits to mnimze

public and private | osses due to flood condition. The

Ordi nance requires the Departnent to utilize the Federal Flood

I nsurance Rate Maps (FIRM which identify flood areas. The
O di nance also requires the Departnment to review for flooding
those building permts that are likely to be flooded when it

is adjacent to a watercourse even if the FIRMfl ood map does

not designated flood boundary or flood hei ghts.

FLOOD ZONES AND REQUI REMENTS OF DEVELOPMENT

Fl oodi ng i s caused by heavy rainstormwhich swells the
streans, and rivers of natural watercourse. Fl oodi ng coul d
al so arise fromhi gh wave acti on and tsunami .

General requirenments for devel opnent in the various fl ood

zones are described in the riverine and coastal flood hazard

exhi bits.



BU LDI NG PERM T APPLI CATI ON AND APPROVAL

A County Review of Pernits

The Division of Engineering, Departnent of Public Wrks
will review building pernmits and require owners to construct
structures as required by the Flood Plain Managenment O di nance
to minimzed public and private loss and to protect life and
property. The Division wll revi ew bui | di ng pernmit and
location of structures that are gadjacent to a natural

wat ercourse such as a river or dry streamor valley and in the

coastal  pJajn. The Division wll performr the fol|owing
servi ces.
1. Property In lIdentified Fl ood Zone Shown In FEMA Feder al

I nsurance Rate Map (FIRM

Division will informowner/applicant on the flood
zone designation and flood el evati on. Onner/ appl i cant
will also be inforned on  puil di ng requi renment s for

construction in flood zone.
Onner/ applicant is advised to retain private civil

engi neer or surveyor to determine ground el evati on.
Fi ni shed floor elevation and ground elevation is critical
for conpleting building plans.

2. Property Next To Watercourse And Not ldentified I n FEVA
Feder al Insurance Rate ppps (FIRM But  There |Is An
Avai | abl e Fl ood Study Made By Governnent O A Private

Engi neering Fl ood Study Accepted By The County.



Division will informowner/applicant on the flood

zone designation and flood el evati on. Owner / appl i cant
wi also be informed on pyjlding requirements for
construction in flood zone.

Owner/applicant is advised to retain private civil
engineer Of surveyor to determne ground elevation.
Fi ni shed floor elevation and ground elevation is critical

for conpleting building plans.
Property Next To Watercourse But Not ldentified In FEVA

Federal Insurance Rate Map (FIRM And No Avail abl e Fl ood

St udi es

Division wll advise  owner/ appl i cant t hat t he
structure is located next to a watercourse and no
detailed flood studies are avail abl e. Owner / appl i cant
Wil be required 'O retain registered professional

engi neer to nmake flood study and determne flood limts

and el evation.  Omner/applicant will be informed that the
Division will not make flood study. Further, building
permit cannot be reviewed or approved unl ess a flood

study that neets the approval of Division is submtted.
Omner / applicant need to retain a private, registered

civil engineer to performflood study. St udy shoul d

determ ne fl ood l[imts, fl ood el evati on, ground

el evati ons, and recomended neasures to nmininm ze flood

damage for the proposed structures. Upon accept ance by

t he Divi sion, owner/ applicant will be informed on the

buil ding requirenments for construction in the flood zone.



B. Bui | di ng Requirenents In Fl ood Zone

Owner/applicant can initiate the foll ow ng neasures to

obtain building pernit approval when the buildings are within

fl ood zones.
1. Construction in flood zone A, AH, AE & VE
a. Revi se building plans to indicate that the
floor levels conply to the flood requirenents

of the appropriate flood zone.

b. Have the plans designed and stanped by @
either a structural engi neer or architect
regi st ered in t he State of Hawai i . The

engi neer or architect nust submit a structural

certification that the structure have been

desi gned to resist flood forces. Thi s

certification nust be subnitted along with the
corrected plans.

2. Construction in flood zone {evel oped by the
applicants engi neer or gover nment study  Of
previously approved flood study performed by
private engi neer.

a. Revi se buil ding plans to indicate that the
floor levels conply to the flood requirenents
of the appropriate flood zone.

Have the plans designed and stanped by @&

either a structural engi neer Or architect

regi stered in the State of Hawaii. The

engi neer or architect nust submit a structural



certification that the structure have been
designed tO resist flood forces. Thi s
certification nust be subnitted along with the
,corrected plans.

b. Rel ocate buil ding outside of the flood linits.

' V. CONSTRUCTI ON

The  owner/ appl i cant shal|l construct the structure In

accordance to the approved buil di ng pl ans.

Owner/applicant shall retain private registered surveyor

or civil engi neer who need to set benchmark el evation to
insure that puilding floor [levels neet flood elevation
requirement. Private regi stered surveyor or civil engineers

shall submt “ELEVATI ON CERTI FI CATE" before building will be
all owed to be Occupi ed. The “ELEVATI ON CERTI FI CATE” on fornm

furni shed by the Division shall provide the nmeasured finished
fl oor el evati on. Structures with finished floor elevation
bel ow fl ood el evation are in violation of the Flood O dinance.
Owner/applicant will not be allowed to occupy the structure
and will be required to make corrective work to bring the
structure in conpliance with the | aw

Owner / appl i cant is advised to take floor elevation
measurenments very early in the construction work to insure
that floor levels wll conform to elevation requirenent.

| nproper floor elevation should be detected as early as

possible to avoid costly renedial work. The Buil ding Division

will —assist owner/applicants by requiring the “Eevation

Certificate” to be submitted before fram ng inspection is



approved and nore work can proceed. However, owner/applicant
are urged to use their initiative and exercise all efforts to
neet flood el evation and structural requirements to reduce

remedi al and corrective costs.



